
 
 

Second Scientific Seminar of the Knowledge Centre for Disaster Risk 

Management 

Science for Policy and Operations 
 

9-10 March 2017, Rome, Italy 
Venue: Italian Civil Protection Department 

 
Register at: http://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu  

Deadline for registration: 11 February 2017 
 

The Disaster Risk Management Knowledge Centre (DRMKC) supports DRM by enhancing the 
knowledge base, in particular through analytical and networking activities accompanied by a 
repository of relevant research and projects and new initiatives to deepen knowledge. The DRMKC 
underpins the work of relevant European Commission services, Member States and the wider 
DRM community. It is the European Commission's contribution to the Sendai Science and 
Technology Roadmap. 
 
The annual DRMKC Scientific Seminar gathers around 100 inter-disciplinary experts on disaster 
management, early detection, forecasting, warning and risk assessment of natural and man-
made disasters from science, public and private organisations and is an opportunity to identify 
needs for scientific research as well as results ready to be applied. 
 

 

Programme 

 
Thursday, 9 March 2017 

Session 1: Science in Disaster Risk Management - policy contexts and progress 

The morning of the first day will be dedicated to reviewing the status and progress of the 

DRMKC. The ambitious work programme agreed to last year resulted in good progress in 

building partnerships, summarizing knowledge and adopting innovative solutions. The six 

objectives of the DRMKC will be discussed by the European Commission lead departments. The 

objective is to show the added value of the DRMKC for Member States, Commission services, 

and practitioners and scientists from Europe and abroad. 

 

http://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


DRMKC User Feedback 

Expectations, feedback and contributions of the participants to the DRMKC will be collected in 

an interactive session. Participants will be challenged to share their thoughts in moderated 

discussions in small groups. This will set the scene for the rest of the Seminar. 

Session 2: Scientific support for Disaster Risk Management - instruments and tools 

A foreward looking session will review ongoing initiatives, available tools and systems 

developed and implemented in support to prevention and response. The audience will be invited 

to contribute with ideas to structure the future work of the DRMKC. The objective of the session 

is to find new added value of the DRMKC and to maximize (future) engagement of Member 

States, Commission services, practitioners and scientists with the DRMKC.  

Social Event 

Networking and partnership building will continue over a cocktail and an pleasant meal 

(optional). 

 Friday, 10 March 2017 

Session 4: Moving from science and technology to systems and processes 

The morning of the second day will cover two separate topics in break-out sessions. The first 

group, lead by the Italian Civil Protection, will discuss "Dealing with earthquakes". Experience 

and lessons learnt with the recent earthquakes in Italy will be central. The second group will 

focus on the link between disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. A series of 

talks will be followed by an extensive discussion to identify how science and technology can 

contribute to improve current situation in both areas. In a plenary wrap-up, the role of the 

DRMKC in this will be discussed. 

Session 5: Science for DRM - way forward 

A last session will address challenges with implementation of EU and international policy and 

agreements. Under the Union Civil Protection Mechanism, Member States are required to 

prepare an assessment of disaster risk management capabilities by 2018. With newly agreed 

indicators and terminology under the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, Member 

States are expected to measure losses (by 2019), establish multi-hazard early warning 

systems, and prepare national and local risk assessments (by 2020). The session will explore 

common challenges, and ways science can be used to meet the expectations. The role of the 

DRMKC will be central. 

 


